
@004 
I 

, . ,  ? /  11/20/03 THU 18 0 6  FAX 2022280454  

1 \yJs L / 
I (j&-;(,I:; ,::; :; n LOPV ?I?!GlNAL 

Deerfield-Bannockburn Fire Protection District 
500 Waukegan Road Deerfield, Illinois 60015 (847) 945-4066 Fax (847) 945-8951 

September 29, 2003 
DEC - F 

. 1  

- Comn1u 
I he Honoi-able Seiwoi Richard J. Durblii 
230 S. Dearborn - 3RIh Floor 
Chicago. Illinois 60604 

D c x  Suiaior Durhin, 

Gffm n) 

1-hc Fcdcral Coninirinicalion* Cornniis\ion (Coinmission) published nilcs oii JUIY 13, 
2003 that. if iinplcmcntcd. will havc il. deva&ting affect on the ability for fire dcpoit~nc~lts and 
olher puhlic sdely agencies throughout tlic Unitcd Scatcs to modify their exivniig radio systems. 
Thc Commission’s action5 will negatively affect the firc SCNICC’S plans to provide 
interoperability tlirorighout the Spate of Illinois and surrounding areas. 

Action by the Coinmission will effectively prcvcni the cxpansion of existing public safety 
radio syslciilr and other FCC duthorizatioii changes after January 13, 2004. They have a l w  
publishcd rulcs that will prevent lhe cerbhcation. manufacture and importation of radios that will 
opcratc 011 cxisting public safcty radio nelwitrks afler 2008. 

Several years ago thc Comnissioii implemeritcd spectrum refarniing initiatives that 
created additional ucahle radio spectrum for public safety and othcr wcrs of wireless scrviccs 
This “rcfarniing” will rcquirc virtu;illy all public safety radio usei-s of fiequzncies bclow 800 
MHz to change the mode of operation of thcir cxisling public sakty radio systems. A timetable 
tu Tully implement the “refanning” was established by the Commission. Public safely users 
would bc rcquircd to comply by 201 8 .  This lengthy implementation would givc all public safcty 
uscrs morc than adcquatc time to plan. budgct and purchase radio equipment that will fuiictioii 
on llie new “refilmed” narrowband fiequeiicies. 

Action by the Commission, puhlished i n  July, effectively nioves up implenieinatioii for 
publlc sakty uscrs by an entire  decade^ The cost TOT tens of thousands of fire depaimxnts to 
rcplacc rhcir cxisting radio cquipmcnt with new “narrowband” capahle equipment will he 
staggering 

Tlia Association orPublrc Sitfciy Cornmunicalion> Official5 (APCO). Inturnatinnal 
Mui1icipal Signal Association (IMSA), lriteniatiorial Firc Clricfs Association (IAFC), 
Inturnational Association of Chiefs of I’olice (IACI’) and the National Sheriffs Associatioil 
(NSA) arc Just a tkw of thc prcmier public safcly orpanimlions thdt oppohe the Comrnihhicln’& 
actions The aforementioned groups tiled a Petition for Rcconsidention bcforc thc Fcdcral 
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Communications Commission on August 18,2003. I have filed a letter support for [he Prtitlon 
for Rccuiisidcrnllon and a copy i s  included. 

Please h1.e penon31 interest in thin very importaln public safety issuc Failure of the 
Commission to rcpcol its rulcmaking will dcrail many Homeland Security initiative? that are 
bsiiig enacted iii Illinois that iegard public safety u.miniunicalions mtcropcrabilily as wcll as thc 
ahility or our nation's first rcsponders to communicatc at rourinc cmcrgcncies. 

I c3n be reached at (847) 945-4066 or via e-null atjquinnDBFD[iy net If you or 
members of your staff iequire additional inforn1ation Thank you again Tor your assislance 

Sinccrcly, 

WFG James Quinn 

Fire C h i d  

P R i N T  T I M E  KCV. 2 1 .  9 : 2 8 A M  


